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By Mark Obmascik
Dunver Post Environmeant Writer
Copynght 1988, Denver Post Corp
Research by Italian doctors, fi-
nanced by a Shell 01l Co. affiliate,
exposed newborn babies to a Colo-
rado-made insecticide to deter-
mine whether the chemical was
toxic to humans, according to re
cords and the doctor who super
vised the tests

The research on 89 newborn in-
fants from 1968 to 1969 tested
Shell’s No-Pest Strips, which were
being sold in the United States with

Voice of 1

a printed warnming against their use
In nurseries or around aged pa-
tients.

Insecticides for the Itahan baby
study were manufactured by Shell
at the Rocky Mountmn Arsenal
near Denver and packaped for
market in Princeton, N.J ., a Sh
spokesman said

An internal Shell corporate docu
ment, filed 1 the firm’s Amencan
headquarters i Houston, called
the newborn baby experiment &
“Shell-supported study.” That do¢
ument was made public last month
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LOSES PITCHER, GAME

Dodger plicher Jay Howell,

| Wendelstedt him from
’ the New York

, during the

|

1

| runa [n the Inning and won 8-4;

rear, watches as Umpire Harry
rday’s playoif game apainst
“after finding Hiega! pine tar in his glove
inning. Dodger manager Tommy Lagorda,
right, couldn't change the umpire’s mind. The Mets scored §
STORY, 1€

Outrage greets razing

of town

By The Associated Press

MOSCOW — The radiation-con
taminated town of Chernobyl, near
the site of the world’s worst nucle-
ar accident, 1s being razed because
it will be unfit for human habita-
tion for years.

Officials even plan to erase the
Chernobyl administrative region
by eliminating Communist Party
and government bodies in the area
and transferring seven villagesto a
nerghboring region, the newspaper
Pravda reported

of Chernobyl

clean up the 800-year-old town. It
questioned why the decision was
made without announcement and
without asking people who wanted
to return home.

Pravda said the town’s fale was
decided by the local Atomig Kner-
gy Ministry Combine, and sug
gested the Academy of Sciences or
higher government organs should
shave been involved in the decision

Chernobyl, once home to 10,000
people, was evacuated i April 1986
after a fire at the power plant with
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Shell Co. poison testec

as part of a colossal California law
suit over Shell's role in the Super
fund cleanup at the arsenal

‘b included placing
m a poorly venulated
and subjecting them to
varymg concentrations of the 1n
‘ficide The doctors concluded
that the babies could be exposed to
the msecticde “without signtfi
Iv affecting ther health ™

But earher tests, conducted
m 1965 to 1967 on 121 hospit:

d adults and children, concluded
that the chemical, called Vapona,

Denver school

By Alan Gottlieb
Denver Post Stalt wWnter

Denver schools Superintendent
Dick Koeppe will be offered a one
year comtract extension, the school
board unanimously agreed Satur
da

The decision, made dunng an i
formal work sesston, sull requires
an official vote Oct. 20. 1t also 1s

contingent on whether Koeppe can
get an addiional year’s leave of
absence from the Umversily of
(olorado at Denver

School Board President 15d Gar-
ner will seek the umversiy's ap-
proval Monday.

“We need someone who can of-
fer us stability and leadership, and

we think he can do it,”" Garner-.

said

Roard member Bill Schumacher
agreed. Our consensus was enthu-
siastically unanimous. Our enthust
asm 18 so profound thatat's pretty
excring.”

The 57-year-old Koeppe also was
eager, provided the umversily 4p

_A’s pound Red Sox 10-6,

N

et

‘s_,mwa serles 3-0

altered nervous system activily in
patients at high doses and in
er patients at Jow doses Because
those patients didn’t display any
signs of phy ness, the doc
tors wrote that Shell-recommend

When asked why Vapo
d on wents i the h
d of mice in the lab

don’t

ves the extra leave Ul

1t 1o lose my professorship

Koeppe, superintendent of Cher
ry (reek schools for 15 years, went
on 1o teach educational law and ad
ministration at
v

He said the
board has not
discussed
whether his
$96,000 salary

would be in-
creased the
second  vear

RBul he added,
~1 trust my re-
lationship with
the board, and Koeppe

I'mnot going to worry about that v
“teatinuity 1s especrally impor-
tant to the School system now,
Koeppe said, because the makeup
of the board 1s in flux stoweek,
hoard member Paul Sandoval re
med. And three of the board’s
seven seals are up for electionn
May
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n infants

han saentists Z.C:.i_
1 the hospital, there
cund no mice

one of the
T Because

i the Lnited States,
ntal  Protection
3 { the chemical a
probable human carcimogen’ and
required product contaners to car-
A hazard warning Shell
stopped sethng Vapona to Amert
ans i 1986

Shell's No PPest strip, marketed
to t homes and garages,

POISON on 18-A

s to offer

With so  much uncertainty,
Koeppe said, he and board mem-
bers agreed that now is not the
best ime 1o begin a4 superintendent
search. He also said members told
him that his agreement to stay
would enhance the chances of No-
vember's $12 milhon tax increase
election

Board member Dorothy Gotlieb
sard keeping Koeppe on board 1s
the “'right thing to do” if the dis-
{rict wants to “move in a direction
that supports academic achieve:
ment.”

Koeppe signed & one-year con:
tract to run the school system Just
last month, ending a tumultuous
cight-month nationgl search for a
superintendent to replace James
Seamman

Although he said he eventui
wants to return lo teaching,
Koeppe did not rule out & longer
term commitment to the Denver
schools

I learned long ago
never,' he said

ever (o say

Rocky Flats safety incident leads
to closing of plutonium building

By Bruce Finley

Post Stalt W

he  Department of
closed the mam plutonmum p
¢ at the Rocky
s plant Saturday be-
cause of safety conce

Anincident in which three work
ers entered a potentially perous
area without protection led to the
closur 1d spokesmen for Rock-
well International, which operates
the factory for the federal govern:
ment.

Screen device

The energy department also was
concerned that the “combo’™ de-
vices workers use to screen them-
selves for radioactivity may not be
working properiy

‘fwo plant employees and one
DOE employee underwent lung
tests after they walked past 4 bag
ded eaumn

they did not see a warning sign be
cause 4n object had been placed in
front of it, obscuring it from sight

Imhal tests performed at the
plant indicated the workers were
not harmed m the s
Henz sad. The
dergo most tests

‘he devices that workers use
sereen themselves for rudioneny
ty have been of concern to buts
offictals sinee plant safety inspec
tions in February

out of ibration,’
Heitz smd. 1 a worker has ¢
m on his hand, for exam
ple, perhaps the readmg may be
off by a small amount.”

About 575 Rockwell and subcd
actor employees work in the pro
cessing factity, known a Bulding
771, 1t will remain closed until
DO offictals deem 1t safe. said
Rockwell spokesman Pat Etchart

chines

sppraisal i February, more DOE
spectors have been dispatehed to
the plant, Ethehart sad
“They dentified number of
safety-related issues, none of them
fe-threate ) ad We
matert
went
0

If they ¢
can be

1

Question raised
Asked whether the
other incidents vy
mrnation _of workers
ebruary, Fichart sad,
1d have bien
In the recent merdent, contami-
ed cfwpment from the sealed
“glove boxes™ had been p cedin
ted sack on the floor in the
i area when the three
approached 1t Ktchart

“There




